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GOAL

The goal of postgraduate M.Sc. in Clinical Embryology shall be to train and produce
competent Clinical Embryologists who will be well versed in handling clinical embryological
procedures, academics and research activities.

OBJECTIVE

1. Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge and understanding of gross and microscopic
structure of the human cell and its organelles.

2. Comprehend normal anatomy and physiology of the male and female reproductive
system.

3. Develop a basic understanding of biochemistry, endocrinology and pharmacology.

4, Demonstrate knowledge of basic and systemic embryology including human genetics,
genetic inheritance, gene regulation, immunology and stem cell therapy.

5. Understand the basic concept of Assisted Reproductive Techniques (ART).

6. Independently handle semen and its processing for both techniques - Intra Uterine
Insemination (IUI) and In-Vitro Fertilization (IVF)/ Intra Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection
(ICSI).

7. Be able to process spermatozoa obtained from Spermatozoa Retrieval Techniques.

8. Should be able to identify and handle human oocyte in the embryology laboratory.

9. Assess viability of embryos and their developmental competence with fair accuracy.

10. Cryopreserve human gametes and embryos, thaw them and subsequently develop
them to transfer into the uterus.

11. Should be well versed in setting up of Andrology & Embryology laboratory according
to the current standards and maintain proper quality control measures.

12. Should be well versed in current guidelines, documentation and record maintenance.

13. Should be able to carry out research dissertations, present poster/ paper in
conferences and publish articles in scientific journals.

COMPONENTS OF THE COURSE CURRICULUM

The major components of the postgraduate curriculum shall be:
Theoretical knowledge

Practical skills

Counseling skills

Research and Publications - Thesis skills

Attitude including communication skills

Training in research methodology

Documentation and record maintenance.
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BRANCH OF STUDY

Post Graduate Degree Course in M.Sc. (Clinical Embryology)



ELIGIBLITY FOR ADMISSION

A candidate seeking admission to the post graduate Degree Courses in M.Sc. Clinical

Embryology must have passed any of the following from a university recognized by

UGC

» Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Life Sciences, (or) Bachelor’s or Master’s degree
in Veterinary science (or)

» Medical graduates - MBBS

> Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Biotechnology

AGE LIMIT FOR ADMISSION
There is no upper age limit for admission to this course.

MIGRATION
No student, once admitted to the course and enrolled by the University, will be
permitted to migrate to any other Course/ University.

ELIGIBILITY FOR FACULTY
Faculty eligible for training students for M.Sc. Clinical Embryology:

o Ph D in Clinical Embryology

o Ph D in Reproductive Medicine with a teaching experience of 3 years minimum
in the field of ART

o Masters in Clinical Embryology

o PGDCE with a teaching experience of 5 years minimum

o MD/MS/DNB/Diploma in Obstetrics and Gynaecology with a Fellowship degree

in Reproductive Medicine and a teaching experience of 3 years minimum in
the field of ART

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS

There shall be at least two examiners in practical examination. Out of them one shall

be external examiner and one shall be internal examiner. Eligibility criteria for the

examiner:

e Ph D in Clinical Embryology with a teaching experience of 3 years

e Ph D in Reproductive Medicine with a teaching experience of 5 years minimum in
the field.

e Masters in Clinical Embryology with a teaching experience of 3 years.

e PGDCE with a teaching experience of 7 years minimum.

¢ MD/MS/DNB/Diploma in Obstetrics and Gynaecology with a Fellowship degree in
Reproductive Medicine and a teaching experience of 5 years minimum.

DURATION OF THE COURSE

The duration of the course shall be for a period of 2 years for all students.

MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION
The medium of instruction and examination shall be in English.

METHODS AND PLACE OF TRAINING



10.

11.

12,

Students will be trained in the Department of Reproductive Medicine & Andrology and
the Basic Sciences Departments of Chettinad Hospital & Research Institute. Training
includes involvement in laboratory and experimental work, and research studies. The
postgraduate students shall actively participate in departmental seminars and journal
reviews. Exchange programme with other centers of excellence may be provided for
a period of 15 days in the beginning of 2" year.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROGRAM
The program shall ordinarily commence in 1% August of the Academic year.
Admission to the program shall be completed by 31°* August.

NO OF WORKING DAYS
Each academic year shall have a total minimum of 200 working days.

ATTENDANCE

Candidates shall have attended not less than 80% attendance in theory and clinical
training separately to be eligible to appear for the University examinations.
Candidates lacking in prescribed percentage of attendance in theory and clinical
training in a subject will not be eligible to appear for final examination in that
subject. However, candidate shall put in required attendance in subsequent term and
appear for the examination.

12(A)CONDONATION OF LACK OF ATTENDANCE

13.

The discretionary power of Condonation of shortage of attendance to appear for
University Examination rests with the Vice Chancellor.

Lack of attendance can be condoned up to a maximum of 5% of the minimum

attendance required in the following exceptional circumstances:

() Any illness/ accident (for which medical certificate from a registered medical
practitioner must be produced)

(i) Any unforeseen tragedy in the family (should produce the letter from the
parent/guardian)

(iii) Participation in NCC/NSS and other co-curricular activities representing the
Institution / University (Certificate from competent authority is required).

For any of the above reasons, request shall be made by the candidate with
prescribed fees to the Controller of Examination through proper channel, ten days
prior to the commencement of the theory examination. Based on the
recommendation of the Class In-charge concerned and the Head of the Department,
the Controller of Examination shall obtain the approval of the Vice Chancellor for
admission of the candidate to the University Examination.

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

There shall be minimum of two internal assessment tests in theory and two practical
internal assessments for every year, the average of the tests will be calculated and
submitted to the Chettinad University at least 15 days before the commencement of
university examination. The records and marks obtained in such tests will be



maintained by the Head of the Department. A minimum of 50% marks in the internal

assessment tests will be considered as eligibility criteria to appear for the university
examination.

14. SUBJECTS AND HOURS OF TEACHING FOR THEORY AND PRACTICALS
Table I: Distribution of Subjects and Teaching Hours (FIRST YEAR)

S.No Paper Subjects Hours of teaching
Basic Sciences I: Anatomy, Human
1 P 1 H
aper Physiology, Biochemistry 30 Hrs
Basic Sciences II: Pathology and
2 Paper 2 Pharmacology, Microbiology & 30 Hrs
Statistics
3 Paper 3 Basics of male and female infertility 30 Hrs
& Genetics
Andrology - Clinical basics &
4 P 4 H
aper Laboratory Techniques 60 Hrs

Table II: Distribution of Subjects and Teaching Hours (SECOND YEAR)

S.No Paper Subjects Hours of teaching
1 Paper 5 Basics of Clinical Embryology 30 Hrs
2 Paper 6 ART - Clinical aspects &setting up 30 Hrs
of Laboratory
3 Paper 7 Clinical Embryology & Laboratory 60 Hrs
techniques
4 Paper 8 Recent advances, Fertility 30 Hrs
preservation & Ethics in Assisted
Reproduction
Total hours of clinical training for First year - 100 hours
Total hours of clinical training for Second year - 200 hours
15. DISSERTATION

Every candidate pursuing M.Sc. Degree Course is required to carry out work on a
selected research dissertation under the guidance of a recognized post graduate
teacher in their respective subjects. The results of such work shall be submitted in
the form of dissertations.




Xi.

The dissertation is aimed to train a post graduate student in research methods and
techniques. It includes identification of a problem, formulation of a hypothesis,
search and review of literature, getting acquainted with recent advances, designing
of a research study, collection of data, critical analysis, comparison of results and
drawing conclusions.

Every candidate shall submit a synopsis in the prescribed format containing
particulars of proposed dissertation work within nine months from the date of
commencement of the course.

The synopsis shall be sent through the proper channel, such synopsis will be
reviewed by the IRB and IHEC/IAEC as applicable. No change in the topic or guide
shall be made without prior approval of the University.

The candidate shall report the progress of the dissertation work to the concerned
guide periodically and obtain clearance for the continuation of the dissertation work.
The dissertation should be written under the following headings

i Introduction

ii. Aim and Objectives of study

iii. Review of Literature

iv. Materials and Methods
V. Results

Vi. Discussion

vii. Conclusion

viii. Summary

iX. References

X. Tables

Annexure

Four copies of dissertation thus prepared shall be submitted 15 days before the date
of final University examination. This will be considered as an eligibility criterion for
appearing for the university examinations. The dissertation shall be valued by the
examiners appointed by the University on the day of practical examination. Approval
of dissertation work is an essential prerequisite for a candidate to obtain the degree.
In case the dissertation is not accepted, the candidate has to make the suggested
changes and resubmit the dissertation for evaluation and acceptance, until which the
award of degree will be withheld.



16. ELIGIBLITY FOR APPEARING FOR UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION

The candidate should have a minimum of 80% attendance as mentioned in
clause 12.

Four copies of dissertation shall be submitted 15 days before the date of final
University examination.

The candidate should have obtained a minimum of 50% in the internal
assessment.

17. SCHEDULE FOR EXAMINATION
There shall be two sessions of university examinations in an academic year
September (Main) and supplementary examination in March for M.Sc. Clinical
Embryology at the end of every year.

Paper-wise distribution of marks for First year

Maximum marks
S.No Paper Subjects Internal
Theory
assessment
1 Paper 1 Basic Sciences I: 80 20
Anatomy &
Physiology,
Biochemistry
2 Paper 2 Basic Sciences II: 80 20
Pathology,
Pharmacology,
Microbiology& Statistics
3 Paper3 Basics of male and 80 20
female infertility &
Genetics
4 Paper 4 Andrology - Clinical 80 20
basics & Laboratory
Techniques
5 Practical examinations for Andrology 40 20
6 Viva voce and spotters 40




Paper-wise distribution of marks for Second year

18.

Maximum marks

S.No Paper Subjects Internal
Theory
assessment

1 Paper 5 Basics of Clinical 80 20
Embryology

2 Paper 6 ART - Clinical aspects 80 20
&setting up of Laboratory

3 Paper 7 Clinical Embryology & 80 20
Laboratory techniques

4 Paper 8 Recent advances, Fertility 80 20
preservation& Ethics in
Assisted Reproduction

5 Practical examinations 40 20

6 Viva voce and spotters 40

7 Dissertation Accepted/ Not accepted

QUESTION PAPER PATTERN

There shall be a written University examination at the end of each year. Each paper
carries 80 marks. The First and Second year theory papers carry a maximum of 80
marks. There shall be a practical examination for a maximum of 80 marks including

Viva voce at the end of First and Second year. The question paper will be set by the

course teacher/external faculty.




Theory paper

Question Paper pattern
Section A 2 Essay questions 10 marks each (2 x10) = 20 marks
Section B 6 Short notes questions | 5 marks each (6 x 5) = 30 marks
Section C 10 Brief answer 2 marks each (10 x 2) = 20 marks
questions
Section D 10 MCQ's 1 mark each (1x10)= 10 marks
Total 80 marks

19. PRACTICAL EXAMINATION
The practical examinations shall be aimed at assessing competence and skills in
techniques and procedures as well as testing students’ ability to make relevant and
valid observations, interpretations and inference of laboratory or experimental work

related to the subject.

PATTERN FOR PRACTICAL EXAMINATION

First year
Subjects Particulars Maximum Marks
Andrology Semen Analysis 15
Sperm Preparation 25
Spotters/Images 20
Viva Voce 20
Total 80




Second year

Subjects Particulars Maximum Marks
Embryology Dish preparation 05
Needle Alignment 15
Spermatozoa Immobilization 15
Freezing and thawing 10
Spotters/Images 15
Viva Voce 20
Total 80

Total marks for Practical and Viva voce in First Year = 80 marks

Minimum for a pass = 40 marks (Practical including Viva)

Total marks for Practical and Viva in Second Year (for all papers) = 80 marks
Minimum for a pass =40marks (Practical including Viva)

Internal assessment = minimum 50% in each theory paper and practical
examinations for both years.

20.

21.

CRITERIA FOR DECLARING AS PASS IN UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION

For declaring as pass in the University examination, the candidate shall secure a
minimum of 50% marks in theory, 50% in IA and 50% marks in practical
examinations (including viva voce) in the First and Second year. A candidate
securing less than 50% of marks either in theory or practical component as
described above shall be declared to have failed in the examination. Failed candidate
may appear in any subsequent examination upon payment of fresh fee. Those
candidates who fail in one or more subjects shall have to appear only in the subject
so failed, in the subsequent examinations.

CLASSIFICATION OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES

Marks scored Classification
75% and above First class with Distinction
65% to 74% First class
50% to 64% Pass class

Distinction and 1st class will be awarded only for candidates passing the
examination in the first attempt.

10



22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

CARRY OVER OF FAILED SUBJECTS

A candidate who fails in any paper in the First year shall be permitted to carry those
subjects up to Second year. The candidate may appear for the successive
supplementary examination as per the university norms. However, the candidate
must pass the carry over subjects before appearing for the Second-year

examination.

AWARD OF DEGREE
A candidate, who has passed all the subjects of both years and his/her dissertation

has been accepted, shall be eligible for award of Degree.

DURATION FOR COMPLETION OF THE COURSE OF STUDY
The maximum duration for the completion of the course shall be fixed as double the
actual duration of the course and the students have to pass within the said period,

otherwise they have to get fresh Registration.

RE-ADMISSION AFTER BREAK OF STUDY

Candidate who seeks re-admission to the course after break of study has to get the
approval from the Chettinad University by paying a Condonation fee. Condonation
orders for break of study will be issued only once during the entire duration of the
course. The total period for completion of the program reckoned from the
commencement of the program to which the candidate was first admitted shall not
exceed the maximum period specified in clause 24 of this Regulations irrespective of

the period of break of study granted to him/her to qualify for the award of degree.
REVALUATION / RETOTALLING OF ANSWER PAPERS

There is no provision for revaluation of the answer papers of failed candidates in any

examination. However, the failed candidates can apply for re-totaling.
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SCHEME OF EXAMINATION
M.Sc. Clinical Embryology

First Year
Evaluation (Marks)
Hours Per Year
Internal Assessment University Exam
Total
i Practical
S. Code | Paper Subjects Practical Theory Theory ractica Secured
Practical | Theory Theory +
P ical +
Min | Max | Min Max Min Max Min Max Internal ra‘c’ti::::
Assessment
Basic Sciences 1
Paper | Anatomy, - Fach 30 ) - 10 20 40 80 - -
1 Physiology & hours
Biochemistry
Basic Sciences II
Parzaer Pathology, Each 30
Pharmacology, - hours - - 10 20 40 80 - -
Microbiology &
Statistics
Paper | Basics of male and Each 30
3 female infertility & 20 hours - - 10 20 40 80 - -
Genetics hours
Paper | aAndrology - Clinical 80 hours 60
4 basics & Laboratory - - 10 20 40 80 - -
. hours
Techniques
Andrology - Practical examination & Viva 10 20 - 40 80
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SCHEME OF EXAMINATION
M.Sc. Clinical Embryology
Second Year

Evaluation (Marks)
Hours Per Year
Internal Assessment University Exam
. . Total
S.Code Paper Subjects Practical Theory Theory Practical Secured
Practical Theory Theory +
Min | Max | Min Max Min Max Min Max Internal Pra\c;ti:::::l +
Assessment
Paper | Basics of Clinical 30
40 hours - - 10 20 40 80 - -
5 Embryology hours
Paper | ART - Clinical 30
6 aspects & setting up 20 hours - - 10 20 40 80 - -
of Laboratory hours
Paper | Clinical Embryology 60
7 & Laboratory 100 hours - - 10 20 40 80 - -
techniques hours
Recent advances,
Paper | Fertility 40 hours 30
8 preservation& Ethics - - 10 20 40 80 - -
; . hours
in Assisted
Reproduction
Embryology - Practical examination & Viva 10 20 - 40 80

Dissertation (Accepted/Not accepted)
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